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Professor Rudolf Emil Kalman passed away 
peacefully on July 2, 2016, at his home in 
Gainesville, Florida. He was 86 years old.

He is survived by his wife Constantina nee 
Stavrou, their two children Andrew and 
Elisabeth, eight grandchildren and his 
brother Otto. 
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Professor Kalman’s contributions are 
timeless and have impacted modern 
technological and scientific developments 
across many disciplines.

His thought and style of scientific inquiry 
have educated countless engineers and 
scientists.
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He received numerous awards, including:

IEEE Medal of Honor (1974)
IEEE Centennial Medal (1984)
Kyoto Prize in High Technology from the Inamori 
Foundation, Japan (1985)
Steele Prize of the American Mathematical Society 
(1987)
the Bellman Prize (1997)
NAE Charles Stark Draper Prize (2008)

He was a member of:
National Academy of Sciences (USA)
National Academy of Engineering (USA)
American Academy of Arts and Sciences (USA)
numerous foreign Academies

In 2008, he received the National Medal of Science, the 
highest honor the United States gives for scientific 
achievement. 
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Professor Kalman was a purist in pursuing 
ideas to completion no matter how long or 
what effort that necessitated. 

His publications were gems, with no 
exception, in both elegance and scientific 
depth. 
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A new approach…
20,000+ citations

Kalman, Kalman filtering
~ 1,000,000 citations
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View your subject from all possible angles
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1971 - 
The “Center”

Library of the Center for Mathematical Systems Theory
Gainesville, Florida
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Scholarship
“arXiv before arXiv” ~ 20,000 preprints + reprints
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Rules and precision
“Latex before Latex”
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Being correct is only
a necessary condition

corrections by REK to a student (ttg) manuscript
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Gainesville, 1983



Gainesville, June 12, 2016

A tribute to Professor Rudolf E. Kalman



“My best wishes for the conference…[mtns 2016].
It is the kind of work Rudy devoted his life to.”

Dina Kalman
July 11, 2016
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